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Political Science 633 PRIVATE 


Groups and Politics: Spring 1998

Professor:


Leonie Huddy, SBS S727

Class Time:


W: 2:00-5:00

Class Location:

N702

Office Hours:


W: 10:0-1:00, or by appointment (632-7639).

Course Outline:  This course covers different theoretical approaches to the origins of politically relevant intergroup attitudes and examines the impact of group membership on support for collective action designed to benefit group members. Readings are drawn from both social psychology, sociology, and political science. The first part of the course focuses on prejudice and its origins. Readings begin with an overview of the major theoretical approaches advanced to account for the existence of prejudice. This is followed by an in-depth exploration of five specific theories or approaches -- personality, social learning, realistic conflict, social identity, and cognitive. Evidence in support of the contact hypothesis, a widely discussed tactic thought to diminish prejudice, is reviewed. Readings in this part of the course are more commonly derived from psychology and sociology than political science. 


The second part of the course is devoted to the consequences of group membership for political attitudes and behavior. Readings focus on the impact of group membership and group identification on group-relevant policy attitudes and the means by which this occurs. This is followed by a more in-depth examination of the origins of collective action, including a special focus on the rational choice approach. 

Assessment: A research paper (20-25 pages) will count for 70% of your final grade. We will discuss the content and topic of this paper in class. Thirty percent of your grade will be based on class participation. 

Readings: Required readings are a series of articles. The entire set of required articles will be made available for you to xerox or (if the class agrees) will be available for sale. 
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I. Prejudice: An Overview. Basic definitions; Allport as a prescient early observer of prejudice; an overview of major theoretical explanations of prejudice; historical influences on the trajectory of prejudice research; Jackman’s sociological critique of the search for conflict in intergroup relations. The intergroup approach and a survey of topics covered later in the course. 



Allport, Gordon. 1954. The Nature of Prejudice. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley. (Chapters 1-4, Pp. 3-67.) 

Duckitt, John.1994. The Social Psychology of Prejudice. Westport, CT: Praeger. (Chapter 4, Theories of Prejudice).

Jackman, Mary. 1994. The Velvet Glove: Paternalism and Conflict in Gender, Class, and Race Relations. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. (Chapter 1, The Search for Conflict).

 Brewer, Marilynn and Rupert Brown. 1998. “Intergroup Relations” In D. Gilbert, S. Fiske, and G Lindzey (Eds.) Handbook of Social Psychology, Vol. 2. 4th  Edition. 

Additional Readings.

Brown. Chapter 1

9/22

II. Origins of Prejudice: Personality Approaches Authoritarian personality and other personality explanations for prejudice including the frustration-aggression hypothesis.  



Adorno, T. W., Else Frenkel-Brunswick, Daniel J. Levinson,, R. Nevitt Sanford. 1950. The Authoritarian Personality, Abridged edition. New York: Harper. (Chapter V, The Measurement of Implicit Antidemocratic Trends.) 



Billig, Michael. 1978. A Social Psychological View of the National Front. London: Academic Press. (Chapter 3, The Concept of a Fascist Personality.) 

Sanford, Nevitt. 1973. "Authoritarian Personality in Contemporary Perspective." In Jeanne N. Knutson, (ed.), Handbook of Political Psychology. San Fransisco: Jossey Bass.



Staub, Ervin. 1989. The Roots of Evil. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Chapter 2, The Origins of Genocide and Mass Killing; Chapter 3, The Psychology of Hard Times.) 

Additional Readings.

Brown. Chapter 2
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III. Origins of Prejudice: Social Learning Theory. The development of social categories in childhood; anthropological and psychological research on the emergence of categories among children; the role of the family, socio-political culture, and education in prejudice development; learning stereotypes from adult roles. 

Brown, Rupert. 1995. Prejudice: Its Social Psychology. Oxford: Blackwell. (Chapter 5, The Development of Prejudice in Children). 

Hirschfeld, Lawrence A. 1996. Race in the Making: Cognition, Culture, and the Child's Construction of Human Kinds. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. (Chapter 4, Do Children Have a Theory of Race?).



Schuman, Howard, Charlotte Steeh, Lawrence, Bobo and Maria Krysan. 1997. Racial Attitudes in America. (Chapter 4, Sources of Change in White Racial Attitudes. 



Altemeyer, Bob. 1988. Enemies of Freedom. San Francisco: Jossey Bass. (Chapter 3, How do People Become Authoritarians?)
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IV. Origins of Prejudice: Realistic Interest Theory. Realistic v. non-realistic conflict; application of realistic conflict theories to instances of international conflict; relative deprivation theory; the debate over symbolic racism v. realistic interests. 



Coser, Louis. The Functions of Social Conflict. New York: Free Press. (Pp. 48-60, Realistic and Non-Realistic Conflict.) 



Horowitz, Donald L. 1985. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Berkeley: University of California Press. (Chapter 3, Conflict Theory and Conflict Motives.)

Sidanius, Jim. 1993. “The Psychology of Group Conflict and the Dynamics of Oppression.” In Shanto Iyengar and William McGuire (Eds.), Explorations in Political Psychology.  Durham, ND: Duke University Press.

Kinder, Donald R. and David O. Sears. 1981. “Symbolic Racism v. Racial Threats to the Good Life.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 40: 414-431.



Bobo, Lawrence.  1983.  Whites' opposition to busing:  Symbolic racism or realistic group conflict?  Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 45, 1196‑1210.
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V. Origins of Prejudice: Social Identity Theory. The foundation of socail identity theory; Turner’s extension and integration with contemporary categorization research. 



Tajfel, Henri. 1981. Human Groups and Social Categories. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Chapter 4, The Importance of Exaggerating; Chapter 12, Social Categorization, Social Identity, and Social Comparison; Chapter 13, The Achievement of Group Differentiation.)



Turner, John C. 1987. Rediscovering the Social Group: A Self-Categorization Theory. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. Chapter 3.



Tajfel, Henri and Turner, John C. 1979. An Integrative Theory of Intergroup Conflict. in W. G. Austin and S. Worchel (Eds.), The Social Psychology of Intergroup Relations. Monterey, CA: Brooks/Cole.

Turner, John C. 1996. “Henri Tajfel: An Introduction.” In W. Peter Robinson (Ed.), Social groups and Identities: Developing the Legacy of Henri Tajfel. Bodmin, Cornwall: Butterworth-Heinemann. 
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VI. Cognitive Approach to the Origins of Prejudice and Stereotypes. An overview of cognitive approaches to the development of stereotypes and prejudice; illusory correlation as one explanation of stereotype development; an alternative view of stereotypes as an essential element of the intergroup context. 

Brown, Rupert. 1995. Prejudice: Its Social Psychology. Oxford: Blackwell. (Chapter 4, Stereotyping and Prejudice).



Hamilton, David L. and Steven J. Sherman. 1989. "Illusory Correlation: Implications for Stereotype Theory and Research." In Daniel Bar-Tal, Carl F. Graumann, Arie W. Kruglanski, and Wolfang Stroebe. (Eds.), Stereotyping and Prejudice: Changing Conceptions.

Oakes, Penelope. 1996. “The Categorization Process: Cognition and the Group in the Social Psychology of Stereotyping.” In W. Peter Robinson (Ed.), Social groups and Identities: Developing the Legacy of Henri Tajfel. Bodmin, Cornwall: Butterworth-Heinemann. 

Brewer, Marilynn and Norman Miller. 1996. “Prejudice and Hostility: When Difference is Bad.”  In Intergroup Relations. Buckingham: Open University Press. (Chapter 3).

Sherman, J. W. 1996. The Development and mental Representation of Stereotypes. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 70: 1126-1141.
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VII. Eradicating Prejudice: Stereotype Change and The Contact Hypothesis. Cognitive approaches to stereotype revision; the interplay between individuating and stereotypic information; an overview of the contact hypothesis and a review of recent research findings. 



Weber, Renee and Jennifer Crocker. 1983. "Cognitive Processes in the Revision of Stereotypic Beliefs." Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 45: 961-977.

Kunda, Z. and Thagard, P. 1996. “Integrating and Individuating Information.” Psychological Review. 103: 284-308.

Hamilton, D.avid L. and J.W. Sherman. 1996. “Perceiving Persons and Groups.” Psychological Review. 103: 336-355.



Brown. Chapter 8. 

Forbes, H. D. 1997. Ethnic Conflict: Commerce, Culture, and the Contact Hypothesis. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. (Chapter 2, A Social Experiment; Chapter 3, Two Simple Correlations).
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VIII. Racial Prejudice: The "New Racism" Thesis. Different formulations of the covert or "new" forms of racism; unobtrusive measures of racism; the role of symbolic or “new” racism within political science. 

Kinder, Donald R. and Lynn M. Sanders. 1996. Divided by Color: Racial Politics and Democratic Ideals. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (Chapter 5, Subtle Prejudice for Modern Times).


Virtanen, Simo and Leonie Huddy. 1998. “Old-Fashioned Racism and New Forms of Racial Prejudice.” Journal of Politics, 60(2).



Crosby, Fay, Bromley, S., and Leonard Saxe. 1980. "Recent Unobtrusive Studies of Black and White Discrimination and Prejudice: A Literature Review." Psychological Bulletin, 87: 546-563. 

Devine, Patricia G. 1989. “ Stereotypes and Prejudice: Their Automatic and Controlled Components.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology  56: 5-18.

Wittenbrink, Bernd, Charles M. Judd, and Bernadette Park. 1997. “Evidence for Racial Prejudice at the Implicit Level and its Relationship with Questionnaire Method. “ Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 72: 262-274.

Fazio, Russell H., Joni R. Jackson, Bridget C. Dunton and Carol J. Williams. 1995. “Variability in Automatic Activation as an Unobtrusive Measure of Racial Attitudes: A Bona Fide Pipeline?” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 69: 1013-1027.

Additional References



Terkildsen, Nayda. 1993. "When White Voters Evaluate Black Candidates: The Processing Implications of Candidate Skin Color, Prejudice, and Self-Monitoring." American Journal of Political Science, 37: 1032-1053.

Gaertner, Samuel L. and John F. Dovidio. 1986. '"The Aversive Form of Racism." In J. F. Dovidio and S. L. Gaertner (eds.), Prejudice, discrimination, and racism.  New York:  Academic Press, pp. 61-89. 

Brown. Chapter 7
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IX. Political Ideology and Prejudice. Ideology as a justification for racial and inter-group differences; Sniderman’s view of principled conservatism.   

Jackman, Mary. 1994.  The Velvet Glove: Paternalism and Conflict in Gender, Class, and Race Relations. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. (Chapter 2, Ideology and Social Control; Chapter 6, ).

Sniderman, Paul M. and Edward G. Carmines. 1997. Reaching Beyond Race. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. (Chapter 3, The Power of Prejudice; Chapter 5, Liberalism’s Predicament). 

Sidanius, Jim, Felicia Pratto, and Lawrence Bobo. 1996. “Racism, Conservatism, Affirmative Action, and intellectual Sophistication: A Matter of Principled Conservatism or Group Dominance?” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology  70: 476-490.
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X. Political Context and the Expression of Racial Prejudice. The effects of issue framing and racial codewords on the political expression of racial prejudice; race neutral and race-based justifications for race-related public policies. 

Kinder, Donald R. and Lynn M. Sanders. 1996. Divided by Color: Racial Politics and Democratic Ideals. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (Chapter 7, Framing the Issue: Elite Discourse and Popular Understanding).

Nelson, Thomas E., Rosalee A. Clawson, and Zoe M. Oxley. 1997. “Media Framing of a Civil Liberties Conflict and Its Effect on Tolerance.” American Political Science Review 91: 567-583. 

Mendelberg, Tali. 1997. “Executing Hortons: Racial Crime in the 1988 Presidential Campaign.” Public Opinion Quarterly 61: 134-157. 



Bobo, Lawrence and James R. Kleugal. 1993. "Opposition to Race-Targeting: Self-Interest, Stratification Ideology, or Racial Attitudes?" American Sociological Review, 58: 443-464.

Sniderman, Paul M., Edward G. Carmines, Layman and Carter. 1996. “Beyond race: Universalistic v. Particularistic Policies. American Journal of Political Science. 
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XI. The Impact of Group Membership and Identification on Political Attitudes. Political impact of group membership; multiple memberships and the choice of reference groups; group identification; group-based unity in political outlook; the formation of group identity.



Campbell, Angus, Philip Converse, Warren E. Miller, and Donald E. Stokes. The American Voter, Abridged edition. (Chapter 11, Membership in Social Groupings.)



Tate, Katherine. 1993. From Protest to Politics: The New Black Voters in American Elections." New York: Russell Sage. (Chapter 2, Race, Class, and Black Policy Views; Chapter 6, The Black Vote in 1984 and 1988). 



Conover, Pamela J. 1984. "The Influence of Group Identification on Political Perception and Evaluation." Journal of Politics, 46:760-785.



Kinder, Donald, R., Gordon S. Adams, and Paul W. Gronke. 1989. "Economics and Politics in the 1984 American Presidential Election." American Journal of Political Science, 33: 491-515.

Shamir, Michal and Asher Arian. 1999. “Collective Identity and Electoral Competition in Israel.” American Political Science Review.  93: 265-277.
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XII. The Formation and Development of Political Identities. Identity development and stability; contextual factors that influence identity adoption. The conditions under which identities affect political outlook and behavior. Strengths and weaknesses of social identity theory for politically relevant identities. 

Huddy, Leonie. (in press). From Social to Political Identity: A Critical Examination of Social Identity Theory. Political Psychology. 

Huddy, Leonie. (in press). Political Identity in Context: Sources of Stability and Change in Feminist Identity. American Behavioral Scientist. 

Ethier, Kathleen A., and Kay Deaux. 1994. “Negotiating Social Identity When Contexts Change: Maintaining Identification and Responding to Threat.” Journal of Personality & Social Psychology 67 (2):243-251.

Citrin, Jack, Beth Reingold, and Donald P. Green. 1990. “American Identity and the Politics of Ethnic Change.” Journal of Politics 52 (4):1124-1154.

McKenna, Katelyn Y.A., and John A. Bargh. 1998. “Coming Out in the Age of the Internet:  Identity "Demarginalization" Through Virtual Group Participation.” Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 75 (3):681-694.

Sidanius, Jim, Seymour Feshbach, Shana Levin, and Felicia Pratto. 1997. “The Interface Between Ethnic and National Attachment:  Ethnic Pluralism or Ethnic Dominance?” Public Opinion Quarterly 61:102-133.
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XII. The Origins of Collective Action: Group Consciousness, Resource Mobilization, and Social Networks. Mob psychology, sociological and psychological approaches to collective action; getting from group membership to political activity via group consciousness; relative deprivation, interpersonal networks, and resource mobilization theory.



Reicher, Stephen. 1982. "The Determination of Collective Behavior." in Henri Tajfel (Ed.), Social Identity and Intergroup Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



Miller, Arthur H., Patricia Gurin, Gerald Gurin, and Oksana Malanchuk. 1981. "Group Consciousness and Political Participation." American Journal of Political Science, 25:494-511.

McCarthy, John D., and Zald, Mayer N. 1976. Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: A Partial Theory. American Journal of Sociology, 82: 1212-1241.



Opp, Karl-Dieter, and Gern, Christiane. 1993. Dissident Groups, Personal Networks, and Spontaneous Cooperation: The East German Revolution of 1989. American Sociological Review, 58: 659-680.

Gurr, Ted R. and Will H. Moore. 1997. “Ethnopolitical Rebellion: A Cross-Sectional Analysis of the 1980s with Risk Assessments for the 1990s. American Journal of Political Science 41: 1079-1103.
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Final paper due




