SUNY-Story Brook EcoromicsDepatment
Econamics337: Spring2002

AdvancedLaba Theory
Monday WednesdayFriday 10:30to 11:25.SBU 236

Professr HugoBernitez-Slva
http://ms.cc.suyshedu/~-hbenitezsilv

The major focus of this courseconcernghe study of the labor market. Understandindgiow this
importantmarket worksis anintegral partof the minimumknowledgean economisshouldhave.
All of usare,in oneor more sensesparticipantsin this market, and closeattentionto current
affairs revealsa broadspectrumof issuesthat can be analyzedand betterunderstoodby having
the theoreticalbackgroundyou will be exposedto in this class. Labor Economicss nothingbut
an applicationof mainstreanmicroeconomictheoryto a market where firms demandworkers
andworkerssupplylabor Thelabor market is not a simplecompetitve market whereonly price
matters,but from the momentindividualsare involved, regulation, policy, preference andother
complities play animportantrole in understandindnow this market works, evolves and some-
timesfails.

The emphasisof this coursewill not be necessarilyguantitatve, but given the requirementdgor
the coursea goodknowledgeof microecononts, math,andsomeeconometricgbasicstatisics),
will be expectedfrom the studens. We will follow thetextbodk quite closelybut studentswill be
expectedo think outside the box in problemsets ,examsandotherassignnents.

Prerequisites: ECO 303, or written permisson from theinstructor Yesme.

Textbook: RonaldG. Ehrenbeg and RobertS. Smith, Modern Labor Economics: Theory and
Policy, SeventhEdition, 2000.

Office and office hours: My officeis locatedin SBSS-649.Phone:2-7551.
e-mail: hugo.benitez-silk@suysh.edu.
Office Hourswill be TuesdayandThursdayfrom 11amto 12 p.m. And by appointnent.



Grading:

Therewill be5 problemsetassignmers, worth 20%of thefinal grade only thebest4 grades
will be countedtheremightbesomeadditionalproblemsetassignmenduringthe courseat
theinstructor’'s discretion.

Active classparticipation will countfor 10% of the grade. This is not a freebie,attendance
is only asmallpartof it. | expectin this partof the gradeevenmorevariability thanin the
others.

A midtermthatwill count25% of thegradewill bein classbeforethe springbreak.

Studentsanchoosdo write apaperfor theclassthatwill countfor 15%of theirgrade with
thefinal examcountingfor theremaining30% of the grade.If the paperoptionis nottaken
thefinal examwill countfor 45% of thegrade.Thosethatchoosehe paperoptionwill have
to submita paperproposaby early March. The paperwill be duethelastdayof scheduled
classesDetailson datesandthe paperarebelow.

Working in groupsis encouraged.Before the first problemsetis distributed you will be
asledto form groupsof 3 to 6 people(or | will), somequestimswill haveto beanswereas
agroup.

Important Dates:

Wednesdayanuary23: first day of classes.

Wednesday-ebruary6: first problemsetis distributed.
Wednesdayebruaryl3: first problemsetis duein class.
Wednesdayebruary20: secondproblemsetis distributed.
Wednesdayebruary27: secondproblemsetis duein class.
FridayMarch1: paperproposalsaredueby 5 p.m. Seedetailsbelow.
Wednesdayarch6: third problemsetis distributed.
Wednesdayarch 13: third problemsetis duein class.
FridayMarch15: In classMIDTERM EXAM.

MondayMarch 18: Commentson proposalsaredistributed.
SpringBre&: no classMondayMarch 25, Wednesday 7, andFriday 29.
Wednesdaypril 3: fourth problemsetis distributed.
Wednesdaypril 10: fourth problemsetis duein class.

Wednesdaypril 24: fifth problemsetis distributed.
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e Wednesdaay 1: fifth problemsetis duein class.
e MondayMay 6: papersaredueby 5 p.m. Lastdayof classes.
e Wednesdaway 15: Final Exam,8 amto 10:30am.

Paperproposalsare due March 8, 2002. They have to be no longerthan 3 double-spacetetter
sizedtypedpagesElectronicsubmssionswill beacceptedn Word, pdf andpostcriptformats,but
the deadlinefor thesewill be 12 p.m. to allow sometime to fix possibleformatproblems.Those
thatdo not submita proposalcannotwrite paperdor this classandthe final examwill countfor
45% of their gradeautomattally. | will distribute my commentson eachproposalon Monday
March 18, studentsarefreeto decidenotto write a paperf givenmy reactionto the proposathey
think they arenot likely to write a goodenoughpaper A studentthat submtted a proposalcan
decidenotto write the paperup to thelastminute before5 p.m. on May 6, 2002.

PapersaredueonMay 6, 2002. Themaximumpermittedengthof thepapelis 15 pagesincluding
graphstables,bibliographyandnotes. The paperhasto usea minimum of 11ptfonts (exceptin
graphsandtables)andl.5line spacing.Againelectronicsubmssionsarepermitedwith thecaveat
explainedabove.

Cheating,copying, plagiarism andotherdeceving techniquesand/orattitudeswill not be toler
atedunderary circumstancemeaningthatthe givenindividual(s)will getanautomaticF in the
assignmentandthe instructorwill take the caseto the appropriateadminigration official. How-
ever, working with your classmatesn problemsetsis encouragedandin somecasesequired,
but make your problemsetyour own, if two or more problemsetsareidenticalevery individual
involved, directly or indirectly, will fail thatproblemset,no questionsaskedor accepted.

This classshouldbe fun, enjoy it, studyhard,think hardandreadthe textbook..andthe newspa-
pers.

Comments If you have ary commentsaboutthe classand/orthe instructa pleasesendthemto
me. | will be readingthemregularly. Commentsanbe anorymous,andtherewill be no record
of who sendswvhat. An accounts setup to be usedby studentgo sendanorymouse-mailsif they
chooseto, sendthemfrom econ337@hotmail.com The passverd of this accountis spring2002
Pleasemake an adultandresponsit# useof theseresourcesptherwisethe accountswill have to
be shutdown andpotentiallyusefulcommentsgnored.



